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Sir: Technology Center 2600 

REPLY PURSUANT TO 37 CFR § 1.111 

Applicants respectfully request entry of the following remarks contained herein in 
response to the Office Action mailed May 20, 2004. Applicants respectfully submit that the 
instant application is in condition for allowance. 

In response to the Official Action dated May 20, 2004, reconsideration is respectfully 
requested in view of the remarks as indicated below; 

□ Amendments to the Specification begin on page of this paper. 

□ Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of the claims which 
begins on page 2 of this paper. 

□ Amendments to the Drawings begin on page of this paper and include 
an attached replacement sheet. 

^ Remarks begin on page 4 of this paper. 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Original) A method of notifying a component ofa service provider associated 
with a telephone system, wherein the sei^ice provider receives a block of telephone numbers 
including contaminated and uncontarainated numbers within a received block of telephone 
numbers, the contaminated numbers being unavailable for use by the receiving service 
provider, the method comprising: 

requesting a block of telephone numbers from a number pool; 
receiving the requested block of telephone numbers from the number pool; 
retrieving from a database a list comprising a plurality of contaminated numbers 
included in the received block of received numbers; and 

retrieving from a database, a location routing number ofa switch associated with the 
plurality of uncontaminated numbers included in the received block of numbers. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, comprising receiving the list of contaminated 
numbers and the location routing number from a single database. 

3 • (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising transmitting the list of 
contaminated numbers to a component of the service provider, 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the component comprises a billing 
system. 

5. (Original) The method of claun 3, wherein the component comprises a facihty 
maintenance system, 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising transmitting the locaUon 
routing number of the switch to which the received block of numbers are associated to a 
component of the service provider. 



7. 



(Onginal) The method of claim 6, wherein the component is a billing system. 
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8. (Onginal) The method of claim 6, wherein the component comprises a facihty 
maintenance system. 

9. (Original) A system for notifying business components of a service provider of 
contaminated numbers in a received block of telephone numbers and associating a new 
location routing number with the uncontaminated numbers in the received block of telephone 
numbers, the system comprising: 

an interface for communicating between a number pooling authority and a component 
of the service provider; 

a database comprising a list of contaminated numbers in the block of telephone 
numbers received by the service provider; and 

a database comprising a location routing number of a switch associated with the 
uncontaminated numbers in the block of telephone numbers received by the service provider. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 9, further comprising receiving the list and the 
location routing nvmiber from a single database. 

1 1 . (Onginal) A computer-readable medium containing computer-readable 
instructions for performing the method of claim 1. 



Page 3 of 8 



